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The Scanner
WFIA 2014
GROCER OF THE YEAR—
WEST SEATTLE THRIFTWAY!

Pictured above: Paul & Connie Kapioski, Owners, West Seattle Thriftway
October 14th was no ordinary day for Paul & Connie Kapioski at West
Seattle Thriftway! That was the day Paul was presented, in a surprise
ceremony, with the 2014 “Grocer of the Year” award by the Washington Food Industry Association for “his business leadership and community involvement.”
Paul started working in the grocery industry at the age of 16 as a
bagger and worked his way into management until he was able to
purchase his own store. “Paul has had an outstanding career and he
embodies the very best of our industry”, said Jan Gee, President of
WFIA. Candidates for the award are nominated based on their
achievements and winners are then chosen by the WFIA Board of
Directors.
CONGRATULATIONS PAUL & CONNIE and to the entire West Seattle
Thriftway staff!

WFIA 2014
EXCELLENCE IN OPERATIONS
AWARD—
VASHON THRIFTWAY!

Pictured above left to right: Jan Gee, President—WFIA; Clay Gleb, Co
-Owner, Vashon Thriftway; Norm Mathews, Owner, Vashon Thriftway; Jim McDevitt, Unified Grocers; Mike Koens, Unified Grocers
Vashon Thriftway was honored with a special grocery industry
award on October 15th. In a surprise ceremony at the store, Norm
Mathews was presented with the 2014 “Excellence in Operations”
award by the Washington Food Industry Association for “his many
achievements within the grocery business.” The award signifies the
“store’s proven history to excel in the daily operations of the store,
merchandising products, and exceptional employee relations.” WFIA Press Release.
Norm was a “box boy” with Tradewell stores in 1946 and quickly
advanced to management within only 5 years. He later bought
Vashon Thriftway and has been recognized by multiple organizations for his work and involvement with his community.
CONGRATULATIONS NORM and to the entire Vashon Thriftway staff!

2014 NWG MAUI EVENT—SUCCESS!
The 1st Northwest Grocers Maui event has come and
gone already! The event was held Oct. 6—Oct. 11th at the
beautiful Hyatt Regency Maui Resort with blue, sunny
skies and extra warm temperatures! The week started
with an amazing Welcome Reception/Dinner and ended
with an authentic Hawaiian Luau, which even included
some dancing on stage by one of the Northwest Grocers
staff! (Guess Who!) From all reports the event was a SUCCESS and enjoyed by all!

PERRY RED APPLE
GRAND REOPENING!

SEAHAWK TAILGATE EVENT AT
RALPH’S THRIFTWAY!

The East Bremerton Red Apple grocery store, formerly known as Garguiles Red Apple, has debuted under new ownership with Michael
Thai as Perry Red Apple. A Grand Reopening was held on October 3rd
with Mayor Patty Lent & Bremerton Chamber of Commerce officials in
attendance to cut the ribbon! The store owner and employees gave
their “thumbs up” approval of the change and we are happy to have
them as a part of the Northwest Grocers family!
WELCOME PERRY RED APPLE!

The Hawk One Tailgate Bus was in attendance at the Ralph’s Thriftway in Olympia for their AMAZING Seahawk’s Tailgate Event in August! The Hawk One Bus has been featured on NBC Sports and Local
TV making only 12 promotional stops each season. The Tailgate
event included great deals in the store, vendors sampling, Kids Club
activities, Beer Tasting and much more! Way to go Ralph’s Thriftway
on your event and… GO HAWKS!!!

BELLA’S BIRTHDAY AT FORKS
THRIFTWAY!

Just in case you were hiding under a rock and have never
heard of the Twilight Saga movies that were all the rage,
the movie was set in Forks, Washington.
Every year, the whole town celebrates Bella’s, the main
character, birthday and is held the weekend closest to
her birthday—September 13th. The annual event is a
“tribute to author Stephanie Meyer and all things Twilight”!
Forks Thriftway celebrates also by hosting a birthday
party with cake and Twilight look-a-likes of Bella, Alice
and Edward (pictured at left). The guy in the picture
(dressed in white) with Bella is NOT a Twilight look-a-like
but none other than Dan Tricke—Bakery/Deli Manager at
Forks Thriftway.
If you are a Twilight fan and want to join in on the festivities, the town of Forks is already planning for next year,
which marks the 10th anniversary of Twilight being published. The event is slated for September 10th—13th,
2015.
The big question though is “What do you get a fictional
vampire woman as a birthday gift?”

Happy Birthday, Bella!

